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God’s Law and Christian Discipleship 

• Romans 7:1 
 

• “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” 
(Matthew 5:17). 

 

• The two ditches are _____________ and _________________. 
o Legalism means strict or excessive conformity to the 

law. 
o License means a sense of freedom that allows 

irresponsible behavior. 
 
 
 
 

The Ditch of Legalism 

• Romans 7:4 

• Romans 7:6 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ditch of License 

• Is the law sinful? (Romans 7:7) 

• Is the law death to me? (Romans 7:13) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Law-Fulfilling Freedom 
 
 
 
 
 

• Three Uses of the Law 
1. Mirror – The law mirrors God’s righteousness and 

___________ human sinfulness. 
2. Curb – The law _____________ evil until the final judgment. 
3. Guide – The law guides us toward a life which is 

________________ to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reflection Questions 
1. What are the two “ditches” Paul is helping us avoid? Describe 

each ditch in your own words. 
2. Each of us is prone to error, and we tend to have a natural drift 

in one way or another. Is your drift more toward legalism or 
license? What do you do to combat that drift? 

3. Discuss the Three Uses of the Law. Can you cite examples of the 
way God’s law has functioned in each of these ways in your life? 

4. A person exploring the faith says to you, “I’m intrigued by Jesus, 
but I can’t get around all the rules by which Christians have to 
live. It seems so burdensome.” What would you say in 
response? 

5. How was God getting your attention today? 
6. What is God saying to you? 
7. What are you going to do about it? 


